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OECD Economic Surveys: Colombia 2022 
The Survey examines Colombia’s economic recovery from the COVID-19 crisis as 

well as the challenges to ensuring stronger and more sustainable growth. It takes 
an in-depth look at the social protection system, and discusses reforms that could 
improve the sustainability of public finances, boost productivity growth and improve 
opportunities for all Colombians.
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OECD Economic Surveys: Latvia 2022
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Latvia has enjoyed continuing catch-up in per capita incomes with the more affluent 
OECD countries through the pandemic, despite slow progress in vaccination. Fiscal 
policy has handled the health-system challenges while protecting jobs and firms but 
could do more to ease inequality and poverty, especially among the elderly. Latvia’s 
population has been shrinking for decades and will continue to do so. This means it 
must focus on increasing employment among those of working age. That implies a 
need to tackle the large gender wage gap that is discouraging women’s labour force 
participation, delay retirement and keep everyone in good health. Nevertheless, 
public health-care spending is low, causing heavy out-of-pocket expenses, many 
unmet needs and, along with widespread poor lifestyle choices, short life expectancy. 
Looking ahead, further economic progress will depend on easing the supply of credit; 
overcoming remaining labour-market informality and official bribery and corruption; 
and encouraging greater exploitation of export-market opportunities. Enhancing export 
performance calls for redoubled efforts to boost skills of youth and adults so that 
digitalisation can proceed quickly, reforming the innovation system to intensify business 
and university R&D activities, improving transport infrastructure and the governance of 
state-owned enterprises, and smoothing the business environment for all firms.
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National Accounts of OECD Countries, General Government 
Accounts 2021 
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This is an annual publication, dedicated to government finance, which is based on the 
System of National Accounts 2008 (SNA 2010). It includes tables showing government 
aggregates and balances for the production, income and financial accounts as well as 
detailed tax and social contribution receipts and a breakdown of expenditure of general 
government by function, according to the harmonised international classification, 
COFOG.
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OECD Insurance Statistics 2021  
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This annual publication shows official insurance statistics for all OECD countries 
including data on premiums collected, claims, and commissions by type of insurance; 
investments by type of investment; and numbers of companies and employees. The 
data, which are standardised as far as possible, are broken down under numerous sub-
headings, and a series of indicators makes the characteristics of the national markets 
more readily comprehensible.

Taxation 
Prevention of Tax Treaty Abuse – Fourth Peer Review Report on 

Treaty Shopping 
Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 6
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Under the BEPS Action 6 minimum standard on treaty shopping, members of the 
OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on BEPS have committed to strengthen their tax 
treaties by implementing anti-abuse measures. This report reflects the outcome of the 
fourth peer review of the implementation of the BEPS Action 6 minimum standard on 
treaty shopping. It includes the aggregate results of the review and data on tax treaties 
concluded by each of the 139 members of the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on BEPS 
on 31 May 2021, and also contains the jurisdictional section for each member. This is 
the first peer review process governed by a revised peer review methodology.
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Taxation 
Assessing Tax Compliance and Illicit Financial Flows in South 

Africa
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Tax-related illicit financial flows (IFFs) such as tax evasion are a major policy challenge 
for developing and emerging economies, in particular as the COVID-19 pandemic has 
drained domestic resources. This report presents results from a joint project between 
the OECD and the National Treasury of South Africa, which assesses tax compliance and 
tax-related IFFs in South Africa. The report provides an overview of macroeconomic, 
tax and fiscal developments in South Africa since the global financial crisis. It discusses 
the concepts of IFFs, how they relate to the South African context and provides an 
overview of South Africa’s participation in multilateral initiatives to combat tax evasion. 
It also provides a quantitative analysis of tax compliance and IFFs over time amid a 
variety of tax transparency initiatives implemented in South Africa. Finally, the report 
examines the effectiveness of tax transparency initiatives such as voluntary disclosure 
programmes, and looks into income and wealth characteristics of applicants to these 
programmes.

Drivers of Trust in Public Institutions in Norway
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Trust in public institutions is a cornerstone of the Norwegian administrative and 
political model. It has also been a crucial element in Norway’s response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Preserving and strengthening this “trust capital” will be essential 
for Norway in addressing future trade-offs and challenges, such as ensuring the 
sustainability of the welfare model, coping with climate change and maintaining 
social cohesion. Based on the results of the OECD Survey on Drivers of Trust in Public 
Institutions and using a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods, this 
study examines the main determinants of trust in Norway’s national government, local 
government and public administration.

Dangerous Fakes
Trade in Counterfei t  Goods that Pose Health,  Safety and 

Environmental Risks
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Illicit trade in counterfeit goods causes economic damage by reducing sales and 
profits as well as innovation incentives in legitimate industries. At the same time, 
some counterfeits can be of low quality and create significant additional risks, 
including health risks (fake pharmaceuticals or food products), safety risks (counterfeit 
automotive spare parts, fake batteries) and environmental risks (fake chemicals or 
pesticides). This study presents detailed information on the value of counterfeit trade 
in such dangerous fake goods, analyses changes in the volumes and composition of 
the goods, and maps key trade routes. The evidence in this report can be used to raise 
awareness of the risks of this trade and its implications for health and environmental 
policy.
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Governance 
The Strategic and Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence in 

the Public Sector of Latin America and the Caribbean
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Governments can use artificial intelligence (AI) to design better policies and make 
better and more targeted decisions, enhance communication and engagement with 
citizens, and improve the speed and quality of public services. The Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC) region is seeking to leverage the immense potential of AI to 
promote the digital transformation of the public sector. The OECD, in collaboration 
with CAF, Development Bank of Latin America, prepared this report to help national 
governments in the LAC region understand the current regional baseline of activities 
and capacities for AI in the public sector; to identify specific approaches and actions 
they can take to enhance their ability to use this emerging technology for efficient, 
effective and responsive governments; and to collaborate across borders in pursuit of a 
regional vision for AI in the public sector. This report incorporates a stocktaking of each 
country’s strategies and commitments around AI in the public sector, including their 
alignment with the OECD AI Principles. It also includes an analysis of efforts to build 
key governance capacities and put in place critical enablers for AI in the public sector. It 
concludes with a series of recommendations for governments in the LAC region.

Education 
Review of Inclusive Education in Portugal 
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The Review of Inclusive Education in Portugal provides, from an international 
perspective, an independent analysis of major issues regarding diversity, equity 
and inclusion in education in Portugal, current policy initiatives, and possible future 
approaches. The report serves three purposes: i) to provide insights and advice to 
Portuguese education authorities; ii) to help other countries understand the Portuguese 
approach to inclusive education; and iii) to provide input for comparative analyses 
of the OECD Strength through Diversity project. The scope for the analysis in this 
report covers primary (including 1st and 2nd cycle of basic education) and secondary 
education (including 3rd cycle of basic education and upper secondary). The analysis 
in the report focuses on the following areas: i) governance and financing of inclusive 
education; ii) capacity building; iii) school-level interventions and iv) monitoring and 
evaluation. This report will be of interest in Portugal and other countries looking to 
improve the equity and inclusion in their education systems.
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OECD Reviews of Evaluation and Assessment in Education: 
Bulgaria

Print ver. 
Code: edu-2022-136-en-print
ISBN: 9789264909120  
pages: 216  $66.00 
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264683112
$39.00  

Over the past three decades, Bulgaria has carried out important structural reforms 
which have helped the country reach higher levels of socio-economic development. 
However, long-standing social disparities and income inequalities remain and Bulgaria’s 
overall productivity gains have not fully translated into sustainable and inclusive 
growth. In this context, the country holds education as key to improve the nation’s 
future economic potential and increase the quality of life of its population. For example, 
the national development strategy, Bulgaria 2030, sets out an ambitious reform plan 
that identifies the importance of raising learning outcomes and addressing inequities 
in order to sustain socioeconomic growth. This review provides recommendations on 
how evaluation and assessment in Bulgaria’s education system can support the country 
in reaching its goals.

Education 

Guidebook on Best Practices in Public Health 
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This guidebook outlines and discusses the steps involved in selecting, implementing 
and evaluating policy actions and interventions to improve public health. The guidebook 
is applicable to all types of public health interventions such as those addressing alcohol 
and tobacco consumption, obesity, physical inactivity, multimorbidity and mental 
health as well as infectious diseases. Although designed primarily for policy makers, the 
guidebook is also a useful reference for other stakeholders such as those responsible 
for delivering an intervention.

Social issues/Migration/Health

Towards an Integrated Health Information System in the 
Netherlands
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Twenty-first century health systems have to be built around data and information. 
An integrated health information system enables the secure flow of data to where 
they can be used, to provide information to strengthen integrated care delivery, 
enable public health monitoring and management, and foster medical and health 
research and innovation. This report describes the requirements and the benefits of an 
integrated health information system; outlines the current situation in the Netherlands 
in the context of progress across OECD countries; and recommends legal, policy and 
operational changes to overcome barriers to the efficient exchange and sharing of 
health data and to establish an integrated health information system.
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Industry and Services
Financing SMEs and Entrepreneurs 2022
An OECD Scoreboard
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The COVID-19 crisis caused profound disruptions in the global economy, with SMEs 
and entrepreneurs, particularly hard hit. Swift measures implemented by governments 
and public financial institutions provided a crucial lifeline for liquidity-strapped SMEs.

The 10th edition of Financing SMEs and Entrepreneurs 2022: An OECD Scoreboard 
sheds light on the impacts of the crisis on SME finance, tracking the latest 
developments in debt, equity, asset-based finance, and framework conditions, along 
with recent policy developments for 48 countries around the world. It shows that 
lending continued to flow to SMEs during the pandemic, with unprecedented growth 
in outstanding SME loans. What is more, credit conditions relaxed significantly: interest 
rates registered record lows, interest rate spreads narrowed considerably, and collateral 
requirements declined in most Scoreboard countries. In contrast, alternative sources of 
finance such as leasing and factoring declined significantly, in part because of the large 
uptake of credit. Evidence on equity finance shows a resilient venture capital sector, 
with some fragility in early-stage finance.

The thematic chapter of this report assesses the evolution of SME financing support 
during the crisis, from the rescue to recovery phases. It documents a fall in the level 
of SME-related support in national recovery packages compared to earlier rescue 
measures.

Career Guidance for Low-Qualified Workers in Germany
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In Germany, the three ‘Ds’ – Digitalisation, Decarbonisation and Demographic 
change – are dominating the headlines. Countless studies analyse the impact of these 
megatrends on the world of work and document how job profiles are changing. The 
growing demand for high-level cognitive skills and complex social interaction skills 
is challenging particularly low-qualified workers. In response to these trends, many 
countries have developed career guidance programmes to support individuals and 
companies in navigating career options and sustainable job transitions. However, low-
qualified workers are less likely to receive career guidance than those with higher 
qualifications and even those who are unemployed due to a range of multi-layered and 
interconnected barriers. The report first gives an overview of career guidance provision 
at the federal level in Germany and then describes career guidance needs and provision 
in the states of Berlin and North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). It reviews the support that 
low-qualified workers have access to, where learnings could serve in other regions and 
at the national level and provides recommendations on how provision for this group 
can be strengthened.

Employment
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Environment

Enabling Conditions for Bioenergy Finance and Investment in 
Colombia
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To realise Colombia’s clean energy ambitions and enable the necessary mobilisation 
of finance and investment, the government has set forth a number of important 
policy strategies, including the 2018 Green Growth Policy, the 2019 National Circular 
Economy Strategy and the forthcoming 2022 Energy Transition Policy. These high-level 
policies all note the role clean energy solutions like sustainable bioenergy and waste-
to-energy can play in supporting decarbonisation objectives. These solutions can also 
achieve a number of other socioeconomic ambitions, including improved reliability 
of energy supply, improved access to affordable and reliable energy in areas that are 
not connected to the national electricity grid, and reduced amounts of waste going 
to capacity-limited landfills. This report aims to support Colombia’s renewable energy 
ambitions, focusing on current clean energy trends, opportunities for bioenergy and 
measures that can increase finance and investment in those solutions. Through five 
case studies from Brazil, Chile, Colombia, India and Turkey, the report also considers 
the enabling environment and lessons learnt from bioenergy developments in different 
countries.

Financing a Water Secure Future    
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This report presents a summary of the key challenges and opportunities related to 
financing that contributes to water security and sustainable growth distilling insights 
from the Roundtable on Financing Water and related analyses. It covers a broad range 
of water-related investments, including water and sanitation services, water resources 
management, agricultural water and managing water-related risks (“too much”, “too 
little” and “too polluted”). It summarises findings from analysis of investments needs 
and financing capacities, trends in development finance for water and explores how 
water risks generate financial impacts for corporates. The report highlights options 
to address the financing challenge by strengthening the enabling environment for 
investment, making the best use of existing sources of finance, strategic investment 
planning and mobilising additional finance via a range of financing approaches. Finally, 
the report sets out a vision for future OECD work on financing water and for the 
Roundtable on Financing Water.
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The SIGI Country Report for Tanzania provides new evidence base to improve the 
rights and well-being of women and girls in Tanzania and promote gender equality 
through the elimination of discrimination in social institutions. It builds on the newly 
collected data – both quantitative and qualitative – on social norms and practices 
through rigorous methodology and participatory approach involving a wide range of 
national and international stakeholders.

The report analyses how discriminatory social norms and practices continue to 
constrain women’s empowerment and restrict their access to opportunities and 
rights, notably across three key dimensions: their economic situation, their place 
within the household and their physical integrity and agency over their own body. In 
the framework of Tanzania’s commitment towards realising Sustainable Development 
Goal 5 on the promotion of gender equality, the report gives policy recommendations 
that aim to address gender-based discriminations, transform social norms, promote 
women’s empowerment and build a truly inclusive society.

Development 

The Contribution of Migration to Regional Development
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With many regions in OECD countries facing declining working age populations, the 
geographical dimension of migration has become crucial for regional development. 
Where migrants settle within countries and how much they contribute to the local 
economies are important questions for policy makers. The report The Contribution of 
Migration to Regional Development aims to address these questions. It presents two 
novel datasets that offer internationally comparable information on migration and 
migrants' labour market integration across cities, towns and rural areas consistently 
across OECD countries. The report also analyses different dimensions of regional 
development and provides new evidence on how migrants contribute to regional 
income, innovation, international trade and labour markets.

Urban, Rural and Regional Development
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